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Born to Rule
The Making and Remaking of the British Elite

Aaron Reeves and Sam Friedman

A uniquely data-rich analysis of the British elite from the 
Victorian era to today: who gets in, how they get there, what they 
like and look like, where they go to school, and what politics they 
perpetuate.

Think of the British elite and familiar caricatures spring to mind. But 
are today’s power brokers a conservative chumocracy, born to privilege 
and anointed at Eton and Oxford? Or is a new progressive elite emerging 
with different values and political instincts?

Aaron Reeves and Sam Friedman combed through a trove of data in 
search of an answer, scrutinizing the profiles, interests, and careers of 
over 125,000 members of the British elite from the late 1890s to today. At 
the heart of this meticulously researched study is the historical database 
of Who’s Who, but Reeves and Friedman also mined genealogical records, 
examined probate data, and interviewed over 200 leading figures from a 
wide range of backgrounds and professions to uncover who runs Britain, 
how they think, and what they want.

What they found is that there is less movement at the top than we think. 
Yes, there has been some progress on including women and Black and 
Asian Brits, but those born into the top 1 percent are just as likely to get 
into the elite today as they were 125 years ago. What has changed is how 
elites present themselves. Today’s elite pedal hard to convince us they 
are perfectly ordinary.

Why should we care? Because the elites we have affect the politics we 
get. While scholars have long proposed that the family you are born into, 
and the schools you attend, leave a mark on the exercise of power, the 
empirical evidence has been thin—until now.

Sam Friedman is Professor of Sociology at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science 
and the coauthor of The Class Ceiling: Why it Pays to be 
Privileged and author of Comedy and Distinction: The 
Cultural Currency of a “Good” Sense of Humour. He is 
coeditor of the British Journal of Sociology.

Aaron Reeves is Professor of Sociology and 
Social Policy in the Department of Social Policy 
and Intervention at the University of Oxford. An 
award-winning sociologist who has conducted 
pioneering studies on health and social class, he is 
coeditor of the British Journal of Sociology. 

“This powerful and timely book 
sizzles with erudition and fresh 
scholarship, and has profound 
implications not just for Britain, 
but for ailing and ageing 
democracies across the world.”

—Amol Rajan,  
BBC Today programme presenter 

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674257719
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A Life in Letters
Simone Weil 
 Edited by Robert Chenavier & Andre A. Devaux

Translated by Nicholas Elliott

 
The inspiring letters of philosopher, mystic, and freedom fighter 
Simone Weil to her family, presented for the first time in English.

Now in the pantheon of great thinkers, Simone Weil (1909–1943) 
lived largely in the shadows, searching for her spiritual home while 
bearing witness to the violence that devastated Europe twice in her 
brief lifetime. The letters she wrote to her parents and brother from 
childhood onward chart her intellectual range as well as her itinerancy 
and ever-shifting preoccupations, revealing the singular personality at 
the heart of her brilliant essays.

The first complete collection of Weil’s missives to her family, A Life 
in Letters offers new insight into her personal relationships and 
experiences. The letters abound with vivid illustrations of a life marked 
by wisdom as much as seeking. The daughter of a bourgeois Parisian 
Jewish family, Weil was a troublemaking idealist who preferred 
the company of miners and Russian exiles to that of her peers. An 
extraordinary scholar of history and politics, she ultimately found a 
home in Christian mysticism. Weil paired teaching with poetry and 
even dabbled in mathematics, as evidenced by her correspondence with 
her brother, André, who won the Kyoto Prize in 1994 for the famed Weil 
Conjectures.

A Life in Letters depicts Simone Weil’s thought taking shape amid 
political turmoil, as she describes her participation in the Spanish 
struggle against fascism and in the transatlantic resistance to the 
Nazis. An introduction and notes by Robert Chenavier contextualize 
the letters historically and intellectually, relating Weil’s letters to her 
general body of writing. This book is an ideal entryway into Weil’s 
philosophical insights, one for both neophytes and acolytes to treasure.

Robert Chenavier is President of the Association for the Study of Simone 
Weil’s Thought and the author of four books, most recently Simone Weil, une 
Juive antisémite? 

André A. Devaux (1921–2017) was Professor of Philosophy at the Sorbonne 
(Paris IV).

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674292376
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The Unseen Truth
When Race Changed Sight in America

Sarah Lewis

The award-winning art historian and founder of Vision & Justice 
uncovers a pivotal era in the story of race in the United States 
when Americans came to ignore the truth about the false 
foundations of the nation’s racial regime.

In a masterpiece of historical detective work, Sarah Lewis exposes one 
of the most damaging lies in American history. There was a time when 
Americans were confronted with the fictions shoring up the nation’s 
racial regime and learned to disregard them. The true significance of 
this hidden history has gone unseen—until now.

The surprising catalyst occurred in the nineteenth century when 
the Caucasian War—the fight for independence in the Caucasus that 
coincided with the end of the US Civil War—revealed the instability of 
the entire regime of racial domination. Images of the Caucasus region 
and peoples captivated the American public but also showed that the 
place from which we derive “Caucasian” for whiteness was not white at 
all. Cultural and political figures ranging from P. T. Barnum to Frederick 
Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois to Woodrow Wilson recognized these fictions 
and more, exploiting, unmasking, critiquing, or burying them.

To acknowledge the falsehood at the core of racial order proved 
unthinkable, especially as Jim Crow and segregation took hold. Sight 
became a form of racial sculpture, vision a knife excising what no 
longer served the stability of racial hierarchy. That stability was shaped, 
crucially, by what was left out, what we have been conditioned not to 
see. Groundbreaking and profoundly resonant, The Unseen Truth shows 
how visual tactics have long secured our regime of racial hierarchy in 
spite of its false foundations—and offers a way to begin to dismantle it.

Sarah Lewis is the award-winning author of 
The Rise and editor of Carrie Mae Weems, winner 
of the Photography Network Book Prize. Her 
writing has been published in the New Yorker, 
the New York Times, Artforum, and the New York 
Review of Books. She is the John L. Loeb Associate 
Professor of the Humanities and Associate 
Professor of African and African American 
Studies at Harvard University.

“Absolutely brilliant.”
—Nell Irvin Painter, author of  
The History of White People

“Sarah Lewis’s The Unseen 
Truth isn’t just a groundbreaking 
work of visionary scholarship. 
It’s an earthquake.”
—Henry Louis Gates, Jr., author of 
The Black Box: Writing the Race
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The Right to Oblivion
Privacy and the Good Life

Lowry Pressly

A visionary reexamination of the value of privacy in today’s 
hypermediated world—not just as a political right but as the key 
to a life worth living.

The parts of our lives that are not being surveilled and turned into 
data diminish each day. We are able to configure privacy settings on 
our devices and social media platforms, but we know our efforts pale 
in comparison to the scale of surveillance capitalism and algorithmic 
manipulation. In our hyperconnected era, many have begun to wonder 
whether it is still possible to live a private life, or whether it is no longer 
worth fighting for.

The Right to Oblivion argues incisively and persuasively that we still 
can and should strive for privacy, though for different reasons than we 
might think. Recent years have seen heated debate in the realm of law 
and technology about why privacy matters, often focusing on how per-
sonal data breaches amount to violations of individual freedom. Yet as 
Lowry Pressly shows, the very terms of this debate have undermined 
our understanding of privacy’s real value. In a novel philosophical 
account, Pressly insists that privacy isn’t simply a right to be protected 
but a tool for making life meaningful.

Privacy deepens our relationships with others as well as ourselves, rein-
forcing our capacities for agency, trust, play, self-discovery, and growth. 
Without privacy, the world would grow shallow, lonely, and inhospita-
ble. Drawing inspiration from the likes of Hannah Arendt, Jorge Luis 
Borges, and a range of contemporary artists, Pressly shows why we all 
need a refuge from the world: not a place to hide, but a psychic space 
beyond the confines of a digital world in which the individual is treated 
as mere data.

Lowry Pressly is Lecturer on Social Studies 
at Harvard University. His writing has appeared 
in the Los Angeles Review of Books, The Point, 
Political Theory, and Public Books.

“The Right to Oblivion will 
change how political theorists, 
philosophers, and psychologists 
of the self alike understand 
privacy.”
—Nancy L. Rosenblum, coauthor 
of A Lot of People Are Saying
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Dear Unknown Friend
The Remarkable Correspondence between  
American and Soviet Women

Alexis Peri

In the tense years of the early Cold War, American and Soviet 
women conducted a remarkable pen-pal correspondence that 
enabled them to see each other as friends rather than enemies.

In a compelling new perspective on the early Cold War, prizewinning 
historian Alexis Peri explores correspondence between American and 
Soviet women begun in the last years of World War II and continuing 
into the 1950s. Previously unexamined, the women’s letters movingly 
demonstrate the power of the personal, as the pen pals engaged in a 
“diplomacy of the heart” that led them to question why their countries 
were so divided.

Both Soviet and American women faced a patriarchal backlash after 
World War II that marginalized them professionally and politically. 
The pen pals discussed common challenges they faced, such as unequal 
pay and the difficulties of balancing motherhood with a career. Each 
side evinced curiosity about the other’s world, asking questions about 
family and marriage, work conditions, educational opportunities, and 
religion. The women advocated peace and cooperation but at times dis-
agreed strongly over social and economic issues, such as racial segrega-
tion in the United States and mandatory labor in the Soviet Union. At 
first both governments saw no risk in the communications, as women 
were presumed to have little influence and no knowledge of state 
secrets, but eventually Cold War paranoia set in. Amid the Red Scare, 
the House Un-American Activities Committee even accused some of 
the American women of being communist agents.

A rare and poignant tale, Dear Unknown Friend offers a glimpse of 
the Cold War through the perspectives of women who tried to move 
beyond the label of “enemy” and understand, even befriend, people 
across increasingly bitter political divides.

Alexis Peri is the author of The War Within: 
Diaries from the Siege of Leningrad, winner of the 
Pushkin House Book Prize and named by the 
Wall Street Journal as one of the ten best books on 
the Soviet home front. She is Associate Professor 
of History at Boston University.

“An engaging, crisply written 
account of how Soviet and 
American women connected.”
—Kathleen E. Smith, 
author of Moscow 1956

Also available
The War Within 
paper · 9780674248335

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674987586
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674987586
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October · cloth · 480 pages 
6-1/8 x 9-1/4 · £33.95 • $39.95 
History 
9780674272804 
16 photos, 3 maps

H
EN

RY
 L

. S
T

IM
PS

O
N

 C
EN

T
ER

The Conscience of the Party
Hu Yaobang, China’s Communist Reformer

Robert L. Suettinger

The definitive story of a top Chinese politician’s ill-fated quest to 
reform the Communist Party.

When Hu Yaobang died in April 1989, throngs of mourners converged 
on the Martyrs’ Monument in Tiananmen Square to pay their respects. 
Following Hu’s 1987 ouster by party elders, Chinese propaganda offi-
cials had sought to tarnish his reputation and dim his memory, yet his 
death galvanized the nascent pro-democracy student movement, set-
ting off the dramatic demonstrations that culminated in the Tiananmen 
massacre.

The Conscience of the Party is the comprehensive, authoritative biogra-
phy of the Chinese Communist Party’s most avid reformer and its gen-
eral secretary for a key stretch of the 1980s. A supremely intelligent 
leader with an exceptional populist touch, Hu Yaobang was tapped 
early by Mao Zedong as a capable party hand. But Hu’s principled ideas 
made him powerful enemies, and during the Cultural Revolution he 
was purged, brutally beaten, and consigned to forced labor. After Mao’s 
death, Hu rose again as an ally of Deng Xiaoping, eventually securing 
the party’s top position. In that role, he pioneered many of the eco-
nomic reforms subsequently attributed to Deng. But Hu also pursued 
political reforms with equal vigor, pushing for more freedom of expres-
sion, the end of lifetime tenure for CCP leaders, and the dismantling 
of Mao’s personality cult. Alarmed by Hu’s growing popularity and 
increasingly radical agenda, Deng had him purged again in 1987.

Historian and former intelligence analyst Robert L. Suettinger meticu-
lously reconstructs Hu’s life, providing the kind of eye-opening account 
that remains impossible in China under state censorship. Hu Yaobang, 
a decent man operating in a system that did not always reward decency, 
suffered for his principles but inspired millions in the process.

Robert L. Suettinger is a historian 
with more than forty-five years of experience 
studying Chinese politics. Formerly an intel-
ligence analyst and manager for the CIA and 
the US State Department, he was Director of 
Asian Affairs at the National Security Council 
under President Bill Clinton. He is the author 
of Beyond Tiananmen: The Politics of U.S.-China 
Relations, 1989–2000.

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674272804
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The Ancient Shore
Paul J. Kosmin

An esteemed historian explores the natural and social dynamics 
of the ancient coastline, demonstrating for the first time its 
integral place in the world of Mediterranean antiquity.

As we learn from The Odyssey and the Argonauts, Greek dramas fre-
quently played out on a watery stage. In particular, antiquity’s key 
events and exchanges often occurred on coastlines. Yet the shore was 
not just a site of conquest and trade, ire and yearning. The seacoast was 
a singular kind of space and was integral to the cosmology of the Greeks 
and their neighbors. In The Ancient Shore, award-winning historian 
Paul Kosmin reveals the influence of the coast on the inner lives of the 
ancients: their political thought, scientific notions, artistic endeavors, 
and myths; their sense of wonder and of self.

The Ancient Shore transports readers to a time when the coast was an 
unpredictable, formidable site of infinite and humbling possibility. 
Shorelines served as points of connection and competition that fos-
tered distinctive political identities. It was at the coast—ever violent, 
ever permeable to predation—that state power ended, and so the coast 
was fundamental to theories of sovereignty. Then too, the boundary 
of land and sea symbolized human limitation, making it the subject of 
elaborate and continuous philosophical, scientific, and religious atten-
tion.

Kosmin’s ancient world is expansive, connecting the Atlantic to the 
Straits of Malacca, the Black Sea to the Indian Ocean. And his methods 
are similarly far-ranging, integrating accounts of statecraft and com-
merce with intellectual, literary, religious, and environmental his-
tory. The Ancient Shore is a radically new encounter with people, places, 
objects, and ideas we thought we knew.

Paul J. Kosmin is Philip J. King Professor 
of Ancient History at Harvard University and 
the award-winning author of The Land of the 
Elephant Kings and Time and Its Adversaries in 
the Seleucid Empire. 

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674296244
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674296244
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674296244


September  · cloth · 128 pages 
5 x 7 · £19.95 • $22.95 
Law 
9780674298781 

PH
IL

 F
A

R
N

SW
O

RT
H

Campus Free Speech
A Pocket Guide

Cass R. Sunstein

From renowned legal scholar Cass R. Sunstein, a concise, case-
by-case guide to resolving free-speech dilemmas at colleges and 
universities.

Free speech is indispensable on college campuses: allowing varied 
views and frank exchanges of opinion is a core component of the edu-
cational enterprise and the pursuit of truth. But free speech does not 
mean a free-for-all. The First Amendment prohibits “abridging the free-
dom of speech,” yet laws against perjury or bribery, for example, are 
still constitutional. In the same way, valuing freedom of speech does 
not stop a university from regulating speech when doing so is necessary 
for its educational mission. So where is the dividing line? How can we 
distinguish reasonable restrictions from impermissible infringement?

In this pragmatic, no-nonsense explainer, Cass Sunstein takes us 
through a wide range of scenarios involving students, professors, 
and administrators. He discusses why it’s consistent with the First 
Amendment to punish students who shout down a speaker, but not 
those who chant offensive slogans; why a professor cannot be fired for 
writing a politically charged op-ed, yet a university might legitimately 
consider an applicant’s political views when deciding whether to hire 
her. He explains why private universities are not legally bound by the 
First Amendment yet should, in most cases, look to follow it. And he 
addresses the thorny question of whether a university should officially 
take sides on public issues or deliberately keep the institution outside 
the fray.

At a time when universities are assailed on free-speech grounds from 
both left and right, Campus Free Speech: A Pocket Guide is an indispensa-
ble resource for cutting through the noise and understanding the key 
issues animating the debates.

Cass R. Sunstein is the Robert Walmsley 
University Professor at Harvard and the founder 
and director of the Program on Behavioral 
Economics and Public Policy at Harvard Law 
School. He is the author of hundreds of articles 
and dozens of books, including Impeachment: A 
Citizen’s Guide, Nudge (with Richard Thaler), Law 
and Leviathan (with Adrian Vermeule), How to 
Interpret the Constitution, On Freedom, and Can 
It Happen Here? Authoritarianism in America. He 
is a recipient of the Holberg Prize, sometimes 
described as the equivalent of the Nobel Prize for 
the humanities and social sciences.

Also available
Law and Leviathan 
(with  Adrian Vermeule) 
paper ·  9780674278691

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674298781
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Academic Freedom
From Professional Norm to First  
Amendment Right

David M. Rabban

A definitive interpretation of academic freedom as a First 
Amendment right, drawing on a comprehensive survey of legal 
cases.

Is academic freedom a First Amendment right? Many think so, yet its 
relationship to free speech as guaranteed by the Constitution is any-
thing but straightforward. David Rabban examines the extensive case 
law addressing academic freedom and free speech at American univer-
sities, developing a robust theory of academic freedom as a distinctive 
subset of First Amendment law.

In subsuming academic freedom under the First Amendment, Rabban 
emphasizes the societal value of the contribution to knowledge made 
by the expert speech of professors, the classic justification for academic 
freedom in the influential 1915 Declaration of the American Association 
of University Professors (AAUP). Any indication that professors might 
be disciplined because people without academic training disagree with 
their scholarly views would undermine confidence in the integrity of 
their work and therefore their ability to perform this vital function on 
behalf of the public. Rabban argues that academic freedom fosters two 
central First Amendment values recognized by courts in a wide range 
of contexts: the production and dissemination of knowledge and the 
contribution of free expression to democratic citizenship.

The First Amendment right of academic freedom applies most directly 
to professors, but it also plausibly extends to the educational decisions 
of universities and to students’ learning interests. More broadly, this 
vision of academic freedom can guide in developing additional dis-
tinctive First Amendment rights to protect the expert expression of 
journalists, librarians, museum curators, and other professionals. At a 
time when academic freedom is under attack from many directions, 
Academic Freedom proposes a theoretically satisfying and practically 
useful guide to its meaning as a First Amendment right.

David M. Rabban is Dahr Jamail, Randall 
Hage Jamail, and Robert Lee Jamail Regents Chair 
in Law and University Distinguished Teaching 
Professor at the University of Texas School of 
Law. The author of Free Speech in Its Forgotten 
Years, he was General Counsel of the American 
Association of University Professors and chaired 
its Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure.

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674291058
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Historical Gloss and Foreign Affairs
Constitutional Authority in Practice

Curtis A. Bradley

A new interpretation of the constitutional law of foreign affairs, 
as it has been developed throughout its history by presidents 
and by Congress.

In the more than 230 years since the Constitution took effect, the con-
stitutional law governing the conduct of foreign affairs has evolved 
significantly. But that evolution did not come through formal amend-
ments or Supreme Court rulings. Rather, the law has been defined by 
the practices of Congress and the executive branch, also known as “his-
torical gloss.”

Curtis A. Bradley documents this process in action. He shows that 
expansions in presidential power over foreign affairs have often been 
justified by reference to historical gloss, but that Congress has not 
merely stepped aside. Belying conventional accounts of the “impe-
rial presidency” in foreign affairs, Congress has also benefited from 
gloss, claiming powers for itself in the international arena not clearly 
addressed in the constitutional text and disrupting claims of exclusive 
presidential authority.

Historical Gloss and Foreign Affairs proposes a constitutional theory that 
can make sense of these legal changes. In contrast, originalist theories 
of constitutional interpretation often ignore influential post-Founding 
developments, while nonoriginalist theories tend to focus on judicial 
decisions rather than the actions and reasoning of Congress and the 
executive branch. Moreover, the constitutional theories that do focus 
on practice have typically emphasized changes at particular moments 
in time. What we see in the constitutional law of foreign affairs, how-
ever, is the long-term accumulation of nonjudicial precedents that is 
characteristic of historical gloss. With gloss confirmed as a prime mover 
in the development of foreign affairs law, we can begin to recognize its 
broader status as an important and longstanding form of constitutional 
reasoning.

Curtis A. Bradley is Professor of Law at 
the University of Chicago and previously served 
as Counselor on International Law in the State 
Department’s Office of the Legal Adviser. He is 
the author of International Law in the U.S. Legal 
System.
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Feeding the Eternal City
Jewish and Christian Butchers in  
the Roman Ghetto

Kenneth Stow

A surprising history of interfaith collaboration in the Roman 
Ghetto, where for three centuries Jewish and Christian butchers 
worked together to provision the city despite the proscriptions 
of Church law.

For Rome’s Jewish population, confined to a ghetto between 1555 and 
1870, efforts to secure kosher meat were fraught with challenges. The 
city’s papal authorities viewed kashrut—the Jewish dietary laws—
with suspicion, and it was widely believed that kosher meat would con-
taminate any Christian who consumed it. Supplying kosher provisions 
entailed circumventing canon law and the institutions that regulated 
the butchering and sale of meat throughout the city.

Kenneth Stow finds that Jewish butchers collaborated extensively with 
their Christian counterparts to ensure a supply of kosher meat, regard-
less of the laws that prohibited such interactions. Jewish butchers sold 
nonkosher portions of slaughtered animals daily to Christians outside 
the ghetto, which in turn ensured the affordability of kosher meat. At 
the same time, Christian butchers also found it profitable to work with 
Jews, as this enabled them to sell good meat otherwise unavailable at 
attractive prices. These relationships could be warm and almost inti-
mate, but they could also be rife with anger, deception, and even litiga-
tion. Nonetheless, without this close cooperation—and the willingness 
of authorities to turn a blind eye to it—meat-eating in the ghetto would 
have been nearly impossible. Only the rise of the secular state in the 
late nineteenth century brought fundamental change, putting an end 
to canon law and allowing the kosher meat market to flourish.

A rich social history of food in early modern Rome, Feeding the Eternal 
City is also a compelling narrative of Jewish life and religious accultura-
tion in the capital of Catholicism.

Kenneth Stow is Professor of Jewish 
History, Emeritus, at the University of Haifa. 
He is the author of numerous books, including 
Theater of Acculturation: The Roman Ghetto in the 
Sixteenth Century, Alienated Minority: The Jews of 
Medieval Latin Europe, and the two-volume work 
The Jews in Rome.
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Papers of John Adams, Volume 22
February 1797 – February 1798

John Adams
edited by Sara Georgini • Sara Martin • R. M. Barlow • Gwen Fries 

• Amanda M. Norton • Hobson Woodward • Miriam Liebman

Entering the presidency in full service to the American people, 
John Adams vowed: “Their Confidence, which has been the Chief 
Consolation of my Life, is too prescious and Sacred a deposit ever to 
be considered lightly.” This volume of the Papers of John Adams charts 
the period from February 1797 to February 1798, exploring the United 
States’ diplomatic rupture with France and the Adams administration’s 
pivot toward the Quasi-War. Adams spent his first year in office strug-
gling to uphold a form of neutrality that would shield American ship-
ping and commerce from France’s mounting attacks. 

The US government labored to shift money and resources for military 
preparedness. “I should hold myself guilty of a neglect of Duty, if I fore-
bore to recommend that We Should make every exertion to protect our 
Commerce, and to place our Country in a Suitable posture of defence,” 
he wrote. Adams kept careful watch over imperial tensions on the 
western frontiers, where Spain, France, Great Britain, Native nations, 
and the United States wrestled for local control. The second president 
faced a resurgence of yellow fever in Philadelphia, public debates in the 
press about his abilities, and an ambitious cabinet. From the opening 
moments of his inauguration to his headlong rush to heal the United 
States’ relations with France, this volume reveals how John Adams 
evolved the American presidency.

Sara Georgini, series editor
Sara Martin, editor in chief
R. M. Barlow, research associate
Gwen Fries, production editor
Amanda M. Norton (née Amanda A. Mathews), digital production editor
Hobson Woodward, series editor, Adams Family Correspondence
Miriam Liebman, assistant editor
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Shelley and His Circle, 1773-1822,  
Volumes 11 and 12
Percy B. Shelley

This two-volume set presents and contextualizes selected man-
uscripts in the New York Public Library’s Carl H. Pforzheimer 
Collection of Shelley and His Circle.

These final volumes of Shelley and His Circle conclude its record of the 
poet, his contemporaries, and his times. Representing 198 manuscripts 
from 1821 to 1822, they shed light on Shelley’s unfulfilled literary and 
personal aspirations in the months that led up to his drowning. They 
also tell how Byron’s connection to Countess Guiccioli’s politically 
imperiled family dictated his movements in Italy, leading to his reunion 
with Shelley and the formation of the short-lived Pisan Circle. Pieces of 
Leigh Hunt’s correspondence are presented in full for the first time, as 
are previously unpublished letters of Edward Trelawny, along with his 
eyewitness account of the cremation of Shelley’s remains. New trans-
lations of Italian correspondence and fresh transcriptions of published 
material also appear, as do literary manuscripts of both Shelley and 
Byron. A selection of annotated manuscripts from the period imme-
diately following Shelley’s death offers a record of the anxieties and 
dashed hopes of his survivors, as the search for the lost poet and his 
close friend Edward Williams, who drowned alongside him, was con-
ducted and concluded. The volumes close with an unpublished letter 
by the widowed Mary Shelley, as she prepared for her reluctant return 
to England.
 

edited by Doucet Devin Fischer • Daniel Dibbern

Doucet Devin Fischer has served for many years as coeditor of the 
Shelley and His Circle publication project. She is also the editor of Mary Shel-
ley’s The Fortune’s of Perkin Warbeck.

Daniel Dibbern is coeditor of the Shelley and His Circle publication 
project, and previously served as assistant editor for Shelley and His Circle, 
Volumes 9-10.
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Inheritance
The Evolutionary Origins of the Modern World

Harvey Whitehouse

The ancient inheritance that made us who we are—and is now 
driving us to ruin.

Each of us is endowed with an inheritance—a set of evolved biases and 
cultural tools that shape every facet of our behavior. For countless gen-
erations, this inheritance has taken us to ever greater heights: driving 
the rise of more sophisticated technologies, more organized religions, 
more expansive empires. But now, for the first time, it’s failing us. We 
find ourselves hurtling toward a future of unprecedented political 
polarization, deadlier war, and irreparable environmental destruction.

In Inheritance, renowned anthropologist Harvey Whitehouse offers a 
sweeping account of how our biases have shaped humanity’s past and 
imperil its future. He argues that three biases—conformism, religios-
ity, and tribalism—drive human behavior everywhere. Forged by natu-
ral selection and harnessed by thousands of years of cultural evolution, 
these biases catalyzed the greatest transformations in human history, 
from the birth of agriculture and the arrival of the first kings to the rise 
and fall of human sacrifice and the creation of multiethnic empires. 
Taking us deep into modern-day tribes, including terrorist cells and 
predatory ad agencies, Whitehouse shows how, as we lose the cultural 
scaffolding that allowed us to manage our biases, the world we’ve built 
is spiraling out of control.

By uncovering how human nature has shaped our collective history, 
Inheritance unveils a surprising new path to solving our most urgent 
modern problems. The result is a powerful reappraisal of the human 
journey, one that transforms our understanding of who we are, and 
who we could be.

Harvey Whitehouse is Director of the 
Centre for the Study of Social Cohesion at the 
University of Oxford. He is a founding direc-
tor of Seshat: Global History Databank and the 
author or editor of nine books, including The 
Ritual Animal.

“An insightful and breathtaking 
exploration of humanity’s evo-
lutionary baggage that explains 
some of our species’ greatest 
successes and failures.” 

—Yuval Noah Harari, 
author of Sapiens
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Mapmatics
A Mathematician’s Guide to Navigating  
the World

Paulina Rowińska

Explore the surprising connections between math and  
maps—and the myriad ways they’ve shaped our world and us.

Why are coastlines and borders so difficult to measure? How does a 
UPS driver deliver hundreds of packages in a single day? And where do 
elusive serial killers hide? The answers lie in the crucial connection 
between math and maps.

In Mapmatics, mathematician Paulina Rowińska leads us on a journey 
around the globe to discover how math and maps are deeply entwined, 
and always have been. From a sixteenth-century map, an indispensa-
ble navigation tool that exaggerates the size of northern countries, to 
public transport maps that both guide and confound passengers, to con-
gressional maps that can empower or silence whole communities, maps 
and math have shaped not only our sense of space but our worldview. 
Rowińska shows that by understanding the math behind maps, we can 
recognize their biases. And we can appreciate the ingenious tools math-
ematicians are developing to resolve them.

Written with authority and compassion, wit and unforgettable sto-
rytelling, Mapmatics is math exposition at its best. By unpacking the 
math underlying the maps we depend on, this book illuminates how 
our world works, and, ultimately, how we can better look after it.

Paulina Rowińska is a math communic-
tor with a PhD in mathematics. The recipient 
of the Imperial College President’s Award for 
Excellence in Societal Engagement, she creates 
interactive content for the educational website 
brilliant.org.
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The Muse of History
The Ancient Greeks from the Enlightenment  
to the Present

Oswyn Murray

How the modern world understood the ancient Greeks and why 
they matter today.

The study of ancient Greece has been central to Western conceptions 
of history since the Renaissance. The Muse of History traces the shifting 
patterns of this preoccupation in the last three centuries, in which suc-
cessive generations have reinterpreted the Greeks in the light of their 
contemporary worlds. Thus, in the eighteenth century, the conflict 
between Athens and Sparta became a touchstone in the development 
of republicanism, and in the nineteenth, Athens came to represent 
the democratic ideal. Amid the ideological conflicts of the twentieth 
century, the Greeks were imagined in an age of suffering, inspiring 
defenses against nationalism, Nazism, communism, and capitalism.

Oswyn Murray draws powerful conclusions from this historiography, 
using the ever-changing narrative of ancient Greece to illuminate 
grand theories of human society. Analyzing the influence of historians 
and philosophers including Hegel, Burckhardt, Nietzsche, and Braudel, 
Murray also considers how coming generations might perceive the 
Greeks. Along the way, The Muse of History offers rare behind-the-
scenes glimpses of figures who shaped the study of ancient Greece, 
some devotedly cited to this day and others forgotten. We sit in on a 
class with Arnaldo Momigliano; meet Moses Finley after his arrival 
in England; eavesdrop on Paul Veyne, Jean-Pierre Vernant, and Pierre 
Vidal-Naquet; and rediscover Michel Foucault.

A thrilling work that rewrites established scholarly traditions and 
locates important ideas in unexpected places, The Muse of History 
reminds us that the meaning of the past is always made in and for the 
present.

Oswyn Murray is an emeritus Fellow of 
Balliol College, University of Oxford, and a lead-
ing scholar of the ancient world. He has written 
widely translated books including Early Greece 
and The Symposium: Drinking Greek Style and is 
the coeditor of The Oxford History of the Classical 
World.
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In Praise of Failure
Four Lessons in Humility

Costica Bradatan

A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice 

“Charming and brilliant.” —Times Literary Supplement 

“Provocative, stimulating, wise—the book that our success-obsessed 
age needs to read.”—Tom Holland 

“Bradatan, a philosopher, writes with elegance and wit, his every 
thought and sentence slipping smoothly into the next…I was absorbed 
by Bradatan’s book even—or especially—when I felt uncomfortable 
with its implications.” —Jennifer Szalai, New York Times 

Our obsession with success is hard to overlook. Everywhere we com-
pete, rank, and measure. Yet this relentless drive to be the best blinds 
us to something vitally important: the need to be humble in the face of 
life’s challenges.  

In Praise of Failure explores several arenas of failure, from the social and 
political to the spiritual and biological. Gleefully breaching the bound-
aries between argument and storytelling, scholarship and spiritual 
quest, Costica Bradatan mounts his case for failure through the stories 
of four historical figures who led lives of impact and meaning and assid-
uously courted failure. Their struggles show that engaging with our 
limitations can be not just therapeutic but positively transformative.

Costica Bradatan is the author of Dying 
for Ideas: The Dangerous Lives of the Philosophers 
and coeditor of The God Beat. A contributor to 
the New York Times, Commonweal, the Times 
Literary Supplement, and the New Statesman and 
Religion/Philosophy Editor for the Los Angeles 
Review of Books, he is Professor of Humanities in 
the Honors College at Texas Tech University. His 
work has been translated into more than twenty 
languages.

Paperbacks
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Suzuki
The Man and His Dream to Teach  
the Children of the World

Eri Hotta

 A New Yorker Best Book of the Year 

“Moving and beautifully written.” —BBC Music Magazine    

“Hotta is an unobtrusive narrator whose personal anecdotes are like 
grace notes on the larger score of Suzuki’s life.” —Meghan Cox Gurdon, 
Wall Street Journal    

“Suzuki will take a deserved place as the definitive account of his life, 
and will be a valuable resource for scholars, teachers, and music stu-
dents alike. Hotta’s writing strikes a perfect balance between schol-
arly precision and engaging narrative…Conjures a vibrant and moving 
portrait of both the man and his revolutionary vision.” —Andrew 
Braddock, The Strad    

The name Shinichi Suzuki is synonymous with early childhood musical 
education. By the time of his death in 1998, countless children around 
the world had been taught using his methods, with many more to fol-
low. Yet Suzuki’s life and the evolution of his educational vision remain 
largely unexplored. A committed humanist, he was less interested in 
musical genius than in imparting to young people the skills and confi-
dence to learn.  
  
Eri Hotta details Suzuki’s unconventional musical development and the 
emergence of his philosophy, showing that his aim was never to turn 
out disciplined prodigies but rather to create a world where all children 
have the chance to develop, musically and otherwise. Undergirding his 
pedagogy was an unflagging belief that talent, far from being an inborn 
quality, is cultivated through education. Moreover, Suzuki’s approach 
debunked myths of musical nationalism in the West, where many 
doubted that Asian performers could communicate the spirit of classi-
cal music rooted in Europe.  
  
Suzuki offers not only a fresh perspective on early childhood education 
but also a gateway to the fraught history of musical border-drawing and 
to the makings of a globally influential life in Japan’s tumultuous twen-
tieth century. 

Eri Hotta is the author of Japan 1941: 
Countdown to Infamy, a history of the attack 
on Pearl Harbpur from the Japanese perspec-
tive. She has taught at the University of Oxford, 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the 
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
in Tokyo. 
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The Burnout Challenge
Managing People’s Relationships with Their Jobs

Christina Maslach, Michael P. Leiter

A Forbes Best Business Book

“Vital reading for today’s and tomorrow’s leaders.”  
—Arianna Huffington  

“Burnout seems to be everyone’s problem, and this book has solutions. 
As trailblazers in burnout research, Christina Maslach and Michael 
Leiter didn’t just clear the path to study the causes—they’ve also dis-
covered some of the cures.” —Adam Grant, New York Times bestselling 
author of Think Again 

“A thoughtful and well researched book about a core issue at the heart 
of the great resignation.”  —Christian Stadler, Forbes 

Burnout is among the most significant on-the-job hazards facing work-
ers today. It is also among the most misunderstood. In particular, we 
tend to characterize burnout as a personal issue—a problem employees 
should fix themselves by getting therapy, practicing relaxation tech-
niques, or changing jobs. Christina Maslach and Michael P. Leiter show 
why burnout also needs to be managed by the workplace. 
 
Citing a wealth of research data and drawing on illustrative anecdotes, 
The Burnout Challenge shows how organizations can change to promote 
sustainable productivity. Maslach and Leiter provide useful tools for 
identifying the signs of employee burnout and offer practical, evi-
dence-driven guidance for implementing change. The key, they argue, 
is to begin with less-taxing changes that employees nonetheless find 
meaningful, seeding the ground for more thorough reforms in the 
future. 
 
As priorities and policies shift across workplaces, The Burnout Challenge 
provides pragmatic, creative, and cost-effective solutions to improve 
employee efficiency, health, and happiness.

Christina Maslach is Professor of Psychology, 
Emerita, at the University of California, Berkeley, and the 
cocreator of the Maslach Burnout Inventory, a widely used 
metric. She has received the Scientific Reviewing award 
from the National Academy of Sciences for her writing on 
burnout. 

Michael P. Leiter is an organizational psychologist 
and consultant. He has been Professor of Organisational 
Psychology at Deakin University in Australia and was 
Canada Research Chair in Occupational Health at Acadia 
University.

FR
A

N
Z

IS
K

A
 L

EI
T

ER

https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674251014
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674251014
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674251014


October · Paper · 432 pages 
6-1/8 x 9-1/4 · £19.95 • $22.95 
History 
9780674297241 
15 photos 
Belknap Press   

M
O

LL
Y

 D
EK

TA
R

Never Turn Back
China and the Forbidden History of the 1980s

Julian Gewirtz

A Foreign Affairs Best Book of the Year  
A BBC History Magazine Best Book of the Year 

“Excellent…A fascinating, authoritative account of the paths for China’s 
future explored during a decade long buried by official, state-sponsored 
history.”—Julia Lovell, Foreign Policy  

“A vivid and readable account…Exceptionally well-researched.” 
—Andrew Nathan, Foreign Affairs 
 
“The definitive book on China in the 1980s in terms of the depth of 
research and originality of the argument.” —Minxin Pei, author of The 
Sentinel State 

On a hike in Guangdong Province in January 1984, Deng Xiaoping was 
warned that his path was a steep and treacherous one. “Never turn 
back,” the Chinese leader replied. That became a mantra as the govern-
ment forged ahead with reforms in the face of heated contestation over 
the nation’s future. 
 
Recovering the debates of China in the 1980s, Julian Gewirtz traces 
the Communist Party’s diverse attitudes toward markets, state con-
trol, and sweeping technological change, as well as freewheeling public 
argument over political liberalization. Deng Xiaoping’s administration 
considered bold proposals from within the party and without, but after 
Tiananmen, Beijing systematically erased these discussions of alterna-
tive directions. Using newly available Chinese sources, Gewirtz details 
how the leadership purged the key reformist politician Zhao Ziyang, 
quashed the student movement, recast the transformations of the 
1980s as the inevitable products of consensus, and indoctrinated China 
and the international community in the new official narrative. 
 
Never Turn Back offers a revelatory look at how different China’s rise 
might have been and at the foundations of strongman rule under Xi 
Jinping, who has intensified the policing of history to bolster his own 
authority.

Julian Gewirtz is the author of Unlikely 
Partners and Your Face My Flag: Poems and has 
written for the New York Times, the Wall Street 
Journal, the Washington Post, and Past & Present. 
He has been Senior Fellow for China Studies at 
the Council on Foreign Relations, a Lecturer in 
History at Columbia University, and recently 
served as China Director on the US National 
Security Council (NSC) and Deputy Coordinator 
of the Office of China Coordination at the US 

Department of State; his work on this book was 
completed before his government service and 
does not necessarily reflect the views of the US 
government.

Also available
Unlikely Partners 
9780674971134
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Imagining the End
Mourning and Ethical Life

Jonathan Lear

A Washington Post Notable Work of Nonfiction 
A Chronicle of Higher Education Best Scholarly Book 
 
“Imagining the End suggests, in a sober yet hopeful spirit, how mourn-
ing, rightly understood, can give meaning to our lives in the disen-
chanted times in which we find ourselves. In exploring the hopes that 
have failed us, the projects that have run into the sand, the loves we 
have lost, the attachments that have come to an end—a work of what 
amounts to creative mourning—we can develop a stance in the here 
and how from which the psyche can look outward and flourish. ”
—J. M. Coetzee 

“Lear is a lovely and subtle writer, someone who has a rare capacity to 
introduce ways of seeing and interrogating the world that dignify our 
confusion and pain while also opening up new possibilities for moving 
forward.”–Daniel Oppenheimer, Washington Post 
 
Jonathan Lear is one of the most distinctive intellectual voices in 
America, a philosopher and psychoanalyst who draws from ancient 
and modern thought, personal history, and everyday experience to 
help us think about how we can flourish, or fail to, in a world of flux 
and finitude that we only weakly control. His range is on full display 
in Imagining the End as he explores seemingly disparate concerns to 
challenge how we respond to loss, crisis, and hope. 
 
He considers our bewilderment in the face of planetary catastrophe. He 
examines the role of the humanities in expanding our imaginative and 
emotional repertoire. He asks how we might live with the realization 
that cultures, to which we traditionally turn for solace, are themselves 
vulnerable. He explores how mourning can help us thrive, the role 
of moral exemplars in shaping our sense of the good, and the place of 
gratitude in human life. Along the way, he touches on figures as diverse 
as Aristotle, Abraham Lincoln, Sigmund Freud, and the British royals 
Harry and Meghan. 
 
Written with Lear’s characteristic elegance, philosophical depth, and 
psychological perceptiveness, Imagining the End is a powerful medita-
tion on persistence in an age of turbulence and anxiety.

Jonathan Lear is John U. Nef Distinguished 
Service Professor on the Committee on Social 
Thought and in the Department of Philosophy 
at the University of Chicago. His works include 
Wisdom Won from Illness, A Case for Irony, Radical 
Hope, and Happiness, Death, and the Remainder of 
Life.
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Getting to Diversity
What Works and What Doesn’t

Frank Dobbin and Alexandra Kalev

“Essential reading for anyone who wants to learn which practices can 
actually improve managerial diversity in organizations.”
—Edward Chang, Science 

“Too many companies don’t know how to walk the walk of diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. Getting to Diversity shows them how.”
—Lori George Billingsley, former Global Chief DEI Officer, 
Coca-Cola Company 
 
“Dobbin and Kalev have written an accessible, engaging book that 
documents which initiatives actually help organizations better reflect 
the diverse society in which we live...This is the book all leaders need 
to read to achieve results.”—Adia Wingfield, author of Flatlining: Race, 
Work, and Health Care in the New Economy  

 
Every year America becomes more diverse, but change in the makeup of 
the management ranks has stalled. The problem has become an urgent 
matter of national debate. How do we fix it?  

Frank Dobbin and Alexandra Kalev draw on more than thirty years of 
data from eight hundred companies as well as in-depth interviews with 
managers to show just how little companies gain from standard prac-
tice: sending managers to diversity training to reveal their biases, then 
following up with hiring and promotion rules, and sanctions, to shape 
their behavior. Almost nothing changes. It’s time, Dobbin and Kalev 
argue, to focus on changing the management systems that make it hard 
for women and people of color to succeed. They demonstrate how the 
best firms are pioneering new recruitment, mentoring, and skill train-
ing systems, and implementing strategies for mixing segregated work 
groups to increase diversity. And they argue that as firms adopt new 
systems, the key to making them work is to make them accessible to 
all—not just the favored few. 

 
Powerful, authoritative, and driven by a commitment to change, 
Getting to Diversity is the book we need now to address constructively 
one of the most fraught challenges in American life.

Frank Dobbin is Henry Ford II Professor of the Social 
Sciences and Chair of the Department of Sociology at 
Harvard University. His books include Inventing Equal 
Opportunity and The Global Diffusion of Markets and 
Democracy (with Beth Simmons and Geoffrey Garrett). 

Alexandra Kalev is Associate Professor of Sociology 
and Anthropology at Tel Aviv University. Her award-winning 
paper “Cracking the Glass Cages?” shows how reducing job 
segregation helps women and people of color display their 
talents and move into management.
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New Laws of Robotics
Defending Human Expertise in the Age of AI

Frank Pasquale

“Essential reading for all who have a vested interest in the rise of AI.” 
—Daryl Li, AI & Society 

“Thought-provoking…Explores how we can best try to ensure that 
robots work for us, rather than against us, and proposes a new set of 
laws to provide a conceptual framework for our thinking on the sub-
ject.” —Financial Times  

“Pasquale calls for a society-wide reengineering of policy, politics, eco-
nomics, and labor relations to set technology on a more regulated and 
egalitarian path…Makes a good case for injecting more bureaucracy 
into our techno-dreams, if we really want to make the world a better 
place.” —Wired  

Too many CEOs tell a simple story about the future of work: if a 
machine can do what you do, your job will be automated, and you will 
be replaced. They envision everyone from doctors to soldiers rendered 
superfluous by ever-more-powerful AI.  
 
Another story is possible. In virtually every walk of life, robotic sys-
tems can make labor more valuable, not less. Frank Pasquale tells the 
story of nurses, teachers, designers, and others who partner with tech-
nologists, rather than meekly serving as data sources for their comput-
erized replacements. This cooperation reveals the kind of technological 
advance that could bring us all better health care, education, and more, 
while maintaining meaningful work. These partnerships also show 
how law and regulation can promote prosperity for all, rather than a 
zero-sum race of humans against machines. 
 
Policymakers must not allow corporations or engineers alone to answer 
questions about how far AI should be entrusted to assume tasks once 
performed by humans, or about the optimal mix of robotic and human 
interaction. The kind of automation we get—and who it benefits—will 
depend on myriad small decisions about how to develop AI. Pasquale 
proposes ways to democratize that decision-making, rather than cen-
tralize it in unaccountable firms. Sober yet optimistic, New Laws of 
Robotics offers an inspiring vision of technological progress, in which 
human capacities and expertise are the irreplaceable center of an inclu-
sive economy.

Frank Pasquale is Professor of Law at 
Brooklyn Law School and the author of The Black 
Box Society: The Secret Algorithms That Control 
Money and Information. His work has appeared in 
The Atlantic, the New York Times, the Los Angeles 
Times, The Guardian, and other outlets.
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The New College Classroom
Cathy N. Davidson and Christina Katopodis

Frederic W. Ness Book Award, American Association  
of Colleges and Universities
 
A Forbes Best Higher Education Book  

“A practical guide to more effective and engaged college teaching.”
—Forbes 

“Everyone who teaches (or hopes to teach) college will find this book 
a provocative and stimulating source of ideas about how to make our 
classrooms more equitable, participatory and interactive.”
—Steven Mintz, Inside Higher Ed  

“A pedagogical treasure trove...Required reading for educators who 
aspire to follow in the footsteps of our predecessors by teaching stu-
dents not only to navigate the world, but to change it.”
—Danica Savonick, Public Books  

“A guidebook and a DIY manifesto for change in college teaching...
This book can help any instructor striving for just and excellent teach-
ing.”—Margaret Fuller Society 

 
The New College Classroom helps instructors in all disciplines create an 
environment that is truly conducive to learning. Cathy Davidson and 
Christina Katopodis, two of the world’s foremost innovators in higher 
education, translate cutting-edge research in learning science and ped-
agogy into ready-to-use strategies to incorporate into any course. These 
empirically driven, classroom-tested techniques of active learning—
from the participatory syllabus and ungrading to grab-and-go activities 
for every day of the term—have achieved impressive results at com-
munity colleges and research universities, on campus, online, and in 
hybrid settings. 

 
Extensive evidence shows that active learning tools are more effective 

than conventional methods of instruction. Davidson and Katopodis 
provide detailed case studies of educators successfully applying active 
learning techniques in their courses every day, ensuring that their stu-
dents are better prepared for the world after college.

Cathy N. Davidson has published more than twenty 
books, including The New Education and Now You See It. She 
is the Senior Advisor on Transformation to the Chancellor 
at the City University of New York and a Distinguished 
Professor at the CUNY Graduate Center.

Christina Katopodis is a Senior Postdoctoral 
Research Associate at the CUNY Humanities Alliance and 
has authored or coauthored over a dozen articles on inno-
vative pedagogy, environmental studies, and American 
literature. She has received the Dewey Digital Teaching 
Award and the Diana Colbert Innovative Teaching Prize. 
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paper · 9780674241602

Stealing My Religion
Not Just Any Cultural Appropriation

Liz Bucar

“Lively in style and backed by solid, unobtrusive scholarship…In her 
call for responsibility in borrowing, Liz Bucar singles out for criticism 
forms of exploitation close to her own identity as privileged and reli-
giously unaffiliated.” —Jonathan Benthall, Times Literary Supplement 

 “So finely written, so intelligent and fair, and laced with such surpris-
ing discoveries that it deserves a reader’s full attention…As the act of 
walking a religious pilgrimage does invite greater self-awareness…
Stealing My Religion is now an essential part of that worthy endeavor.” 
—Kurt Caswell, Los Angeles Review of Books 

Liz Bucar unpacks the ethical dilemmas of a messy form of cultural 
appropriation: the borrowing of religious doctrines, rituals, and dress 
for political, economic, and therapeutic reasons. Does borrowing from 
another’s religion harm believers? Who can consent to such borrow-
ings? Bucar sees religion as an especially vexing arena for appropria-
tion debates because faiths overlap and imitate each other and because 
diversity within religious groups scrambles our sense of who is an 
insider and who is not. Indeed, if we are to understand why some appro-
priations are insulting and others benign, we have to ask difficult philo-
sophical questions about what religions really are. 
 
Stealing My Religion guides us through three revealing case stud-
ies—the hijab as a feminist signal of Muslim allyship, a study abroad 
“pilgrimage” on the Camino de Santiago, and the commodification of 
yoga in the West. We see why the Vatican can’t grant Rihanna permis-
sion to dress up as the pope, yet it’s still okay to roll out our yoga mats. 
Reflecting on her own missteps, Bucar comes to a surprising conclu-
sion: the way to avoid religious appropriation isn’t to borrow less but 
to borrow more—to become deeply invested in learning the roots and 
diverse meanings of our enthusiasms.

Liz Bucar is a religious ethicist and authorof 
the prizewinning Pious Fashion. Professor of 
Religion at Northeastern University, she is a 
certified Kripalu yoga teacher and leads a popu-
lar study abroad program along the Camino de 
Santiago in Spain.
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Heathen
Religion and Race in American History

Kathryn Gin Lum

Philip Schaff Prize, American Society of Church History 
S-USIH Book Award, Society for U.S. Intellectual History 
Merle Curti Award in Intellectual History, Organization of 
American Historians 

“A fascinating book…Gin Lum suggests that, in many times and places, 
the divide between Christian and ‘heathen’ was the central divide in 
American life.”—Kelefa Sanneh, New Yorker 

“Offers a dazzling range of examples to substantiate its thesis. Rare 
is the reader who could dip into it without becoming much better 
informed on a great many topics historical, literary, and religious. So 
many of Gin Lum’s examples are enlightening and informative in their 
own right.”—Philip Jenkins, Christian Century  

In this sweeping historical narrative, Kathryn Gin Lum shows how the 
idea of the heathen has been maintained from the colonial era to the 
present in religious and secular discourses—discourses, specifically, of 
race. 
 
Americans long viewed the world as a realm of suffering heathens 
whose lands and lives needed their intervention to flourish. The term 
“heathen” fell out of common use by the early 1900s, leading some 
to imagine that racial categories had replaced religious differences. 
But the ideas underlying the figure of the heathen did not disappear. 
Americans still treat large swaths of the world as “other” due to their 
assumed need for conversion to American ways.  
 
Race continues to operate as a heathen inheritance in the United 
States, animating Americans’ sense of being a world apart from an 
undifferentiated mass of needy, suffering peoples. Heathen thus reveals 
a key source of American exceptionalism and a prism through which 
Americans have defined themselves as a progressive and humanitarian 
nation even as supposed heathens have drawn on the same to counter 
this national myth.

Kathryn Gin Lum is a historian of religion 
and race in America and the author of Damned 
Nation: Hell in America from the Revolution to 
Reconstruction. Her writing has appeared in the 
Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, and 
Christian Century. She is Associate Professor of 
Religious Studies in collaboration with the Center 
for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity at 
Stanford University.
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The Chevron Doctrine
Its Rise and Fall, and the Future of the  
Administrative State

Thomas W. Merrill

“Wise and illuminating…Merrill’s treatment of the rise of Chevron, and 
its various twists and turns over the decades, is keenly insightful.” 
—Cass R. Sunstein, New York Review of Books 

“Merrill is one of the brightest and best scholars of administrative law 
in his generation. This book...is must-reading for any citizen who has an 
interest in the constitutionality of the administrative state.” 
—Steven G. Calabresi, Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law 

“A must-read for practicing or prospective administrative lawyers. 
They, as well as a broader audience, will find much good sense in the 
author’s judicious treatment of perennial questions of lawful govern-
ment.”—Michael S. Greve, Claremont Review of Books 

The Constitution makes Congress the principal federal lawmaker. But 
for a variety of reasons, including partisan gridlock, Congress increas-
ingly fails to keep up with the challenges facing our society. Power has 
shifted to the executive branch agencies that interpret laws and to the 
courts that review their interpretations. 

 
Since the Supreme Court’s 1984 decision in Chevron v. Natural Resources 
Defense Council, this judicial review has been highly deferential: courts 
must uphold agency interpretations of unclear laws so long as these are 
“reasonable.” But the Chevron doctrine faces backlash from constitu-
tional scholars and, now, from Supreme Court justices who insist that 
courts, not administrative agencies, have the authority to say what the 
law is. Critics of the administrative state charge that Chevron defer-
ence enables unaccountable bureaucratic power. In this groundbreak-
ing book, Thomas Merrill reviews the history and consequences of the 
Chevron doctrine and suggests a way forward.

Thomas W. Merrill is the Charles Evans 
Hughes Professor at Columbia Law School. 
A former Deputy Solicitor General in the 
Department of Justice, he has twice been 
honored by the American Bar Association for his 
work on administrative law.
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The Class Matrix
Social Theory after the Cultural Turn

Vivek Chibber

“A quite thorough and impressive work, not only a compelling defense 
of materialism but also a fair-minded if highly critical engagement 
with cultural theory. It isn’t clear how culturalists—especially the 
anti-Marxist ones—can effectively respond to this broadside, tightly 
and cogently argued as it is.”
—Chris Wright, CounterPunch 

“Chibber…has developed a sophisticated, elegant, and readable defense 
of the sociological significance of class structure in understanding and 
addressing the key problems inherent in capitalism.”—Choice 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, theorists argued that social 
and economic life is reducible to culture—that our choices reflect inter-
pretations of the world around us rather than the limitations imposed 
by basic material facts. Today, gross inequalities in wealth and power 
have pushed scholars to reopen materialist lines of inquiry. But it would 
be a mistake to pretend that the cultural turn never happened. Vivek 
Chibber instead engages cultural theory seriously, proposing a fusion 
of materialism and the most useful insights of its rival. 
 
Chibber accommodates the main arguments from the cultural turn 
within a robust materialist framework, showing how one can agree 
that the making of meaning plays an important role in social agency 
while still recognizing the fundamental power of class structure and 
class formation. He vindicates classical materialism by demonstrating 
that it accounts for phenomena cultural theorists thought it was pow-
erless to explain, while also showing that aspects of class are indeed 
centrally affected by cultural factors. 
 
The Class Matrix does not seek to displace culture from the analysis of 
modern capitalism. Rather, in prose of exemplary clarity, Chibber gives 
culture its due alongside what Marx called “the dull compulsion of eco-
nomic relations.”

Vivek Chibber is Professor of Sociology 
at New York University and the author of 
Postcolonial Theory and the Specter of Capital 
and Locked in Place: State-Building and Late 
Industrialization in India. He is a contributor 
to the Socialist Register, American Journal of 
Sociology, Boston Review, and New Left Review. 
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Dumbarton Oaks Medieval Library 
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The Old English Catholic Homilies
The First Series

Aelfric

Edited and translated by Roy M. Liuzza

A contemporary edition and translation of one of the great 
monuments of Old English literary and religious culture.

The homilies of the monk Ælfric, written in the last decade of the 
tenth century, offer some of the most important prose writing in Old 
English. They convey mainstream Christian thought at the turn of the 
millennium, a distillation of the spiritual inheritance of the English 
Church before the Norman Conquest and during a time of monastic 
reform. The homilies cover a broad range of topics, from biblical exe-
gesis to saints’ lives to general Christian history, with a strong focus on 
the Gospel reading at Mass, explained in language that laypeople could 
understand. Ælfric is famous for his lucid prose, which he later devel-
oped into a rhythmical and alliterative style that has often been likened 
to verse.

In his first series of Catholic Homilies, Ælfric drew on the works of 
Church Fathers such as Augustine, Gregory, and Bede to create forty 
sermons for use throughout the church year. This is the first complete 
translation of the Catholic Homilies since 1844, presented alongside the 
newly edited Old English text.

Daniel Donoghue, general editor and Old English editor  
Danuta Shanzer, Medieval Latin editor   

Alexander Alexakis and Richard Greenfield, Byzantine Greek coeditors 
Jan M. Ziolkowski, founding editor

Roy M. Liuzza is Professor of English at the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville.
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The Life of Saint Peter of Atroa
Sabas 
 
Edited and translated by Athanasios Markopoulos •  
Ioannis Polemis • with Richard P. H. Greenfield

An authoritative new Greek edition and English translation of 
the life of a notable Byzantine monastic leader.

Saint Peter of Atroa (773–837 CE) was a Byzantine monastic leader, 
remembered primarily as cofounder and abbot of the influential 
monastery of Saint Zachariah at Atroa, below the holy mountain of 
Olympos in Bithynia. Peter sought to live in tranquility and solitude, 
traveling to the various monasteries he established in northwestern 
Asia Minor and occasionally joining other notable monastic figures. 
However, his resistance to the Iconoclast policies of imperial regimes 
in Constantinople during the first half of the ninth century led to his 
persecution and the temporary dispersal of his communities. Although 
he was evidently regarded with suspicion by some of his contemporar-
ies, he gained a reputation as a miracle worker and his tomb became the 
site of a healing cult in the years after his death.

The Life of Saint Peter of Atroa was written by the saint’s disciple 
Sabas, also the biographer for Peter’s contemporary and friend Saint 
Ioannikios, and it survives in two manuscript versions. This volume 
represents an entirely new edition of the Greek text, establishing the 
version previously regarded as secondary as the more important of the 
two, and making the Life accessible to English readers for the first time.

Athanasios Markopoulos is Emeritus Professor of Byzantine Literature 
at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. 

Ioannis Polemis is Professor of Byzantine Philology at the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens. 

Daniel Donoghue, general editor and Old English editor  
Danuta Shanzer, Medieval Latin editor   

Alexander Alexakis and Richard Greenfield, Byzantine Greek coeditors 
Jan M. Ziolkowski, founding editor

Richard P.H. Greenfield is Professor of Byzantine History at Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario. 
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Dinner Pieces, Volumes 1 and 2
Leon Battista Alberti

Edited by Roberto Cardini • Translated by David Marsh 

An innovative collection of comedic stories by the original 
“Renaissance man.”

Leon Battista Alberti (1404–1472) was among the most famous fig-
ures of the Italian Renaissance. His extraordinary range of abilities as 
a writer, architect, art theorist, and scientist made him the original 
model for the many-sided “Renaissance man.”

A collection of stories meant to be read while dining and drinking, the 
Dinner Pieces, or Intercenales, are one of Alberti’s most innovative and 
experimental works, mixing literary genres and styles of prose com-
position adapted from both Greek and Latin models. They cover a wide 
range of topics, from moral philosophy, politics, and religion to the arts, 
money-making, love and friendship, and the study of the humanities. 
The Dinner Pieces offer satiric commentary on the cultural illusions and 
moral myths of Alberti’s day. They cut through the absurdity of human 
existence with the blade of wit and laughter and constitute an impor-
tant monument in the history of comic writing.

This English translation by David Marsh is based on the authoritative 
Latin text of Roberto Cardini, accompanied by ample notes.

Roberto Cardini is Director of the Centro di Studi sul Classicismo. 

David Marsh is Professor of Italian at Rutgers University.

James Hankins, general editor 

Shane Butler and Leah Whittington, associate editors
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On Leaders and Tyrants
Poggio Bracciolini 
Guarino of Verona 
Pietro Del Monte
Edited and translated by Hester Schadee • Keith Sidwell 
with David Rundle

The first complete English translation of a controversial Renais-
sance debate centering moral questions on power and leader-
ship.

Poggio Bracciolini was a prominent scholar-official of the early 
Renaissance and a leading representative of Florentine humanism. 
He was employed as a secretary to seven popes and ended his career as 
Chancellor of the Republic of Florence. On Leaders and Tyrants con-
tains texts, the majority by Poggio, relating to a controversy on the rel-
ative merits of the lives and deeds of Scipio Africanus and Julius Caesar. 
The debate addressed the nature of tyranny and military glory, as well 
as the qualities necessary for republican leaders, such as Stoic virtue, 
lawfulness, and good citizenship. Poggio’s primary opponent was the 
educator Guarino of Verona, a humanist in the service of the duke of 
Ferrara. The psychology of power, the demands placed on public serv-
ants, and the dividing line between leadership and tyranny are as topi-
cal today as they were when Poggio wrote. This volume contains a fresh 
edition of the Latin texts and the first complete translation of the con-
troversy into English.

Hester Schadee is Senior Lecturer in European History at the University 
of Exeter. 

David Rundle is Senior Lecturer in Latin and Paleography at the University 
of Kent.

James Hankins, general editor 

Shane Butler and Leah Whittington, associate editors

Keith Sidwell is Emeritus Professor of Classics at University College Cork, 
Ireland, and Adjunct Professor of Classics at the University of Calgary. 
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Rethinking Japan’s Modernity
Stories and Translations

M. William Steele

History is not one 
story, but many. In 
Rethinking Japan’s Mo-
dernity, M. William 
Steele takes a new 
look at the people, 
places, and events as-
sociated with Japan’s 
engagement with 
modernity, starting 
with American Com-
modore Matthew Per-
ry’s arrival in Japan in 
1853. In many cases, 
this new look derives 
from visual sourc-
es, such as popular 
broadsheets, satirical 

cartoons, ukiyo-e and other woodblock prints, postcards, 
and photographs. The book illustrates the diverse, and 
sometimes conflicting, perceptions of people who experi-
enced the unfolding of modern Japan. It focuses both on 
the experiences of people living the events “at that time” 
and on the reflections of others looking back. Also includ-
ed are three new translations—two of them by Japan’s 
pioneer Westernizer, Fukuzawa Yukichi, and another by 
Mantei Oga—parodying Fukuzawa’s monumental work 
advocating Western learning. These and other stories show 
how Japanese views of modernity evolved over time. Each 
chapter is prefaced with a short introduction to the top-
ic covered and historiographical approach taken, allowing 
each to stand alone as well as support the overall goal of 
the work—to inform and challenge our understanding of 
the links between Japan’s past, present, and future.

M. William Steele is Professor Emeritus of Japanese 
History at International Christian University in Tokyo.
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Facing Crisis
Art as Politics in  
Fourteenth-Century Venice

 
Though Venice  
emerged as a leading 
Mediterranean pow-
er in the Trecento, 
the city faced a se-
ries of crises during a 
brief but cataclysmic 
period coinciding 
with Andrea Dando-
lo’s dogeship (1343–
1354): earthquakes, 
disease, fierce mil-
itary conflicts, and 
dramatic political and 
institutional tensions 
had the republic on 

edge. It was nevertheless precisely at this time that the 
government sponsored the ambitious and sumptuous ar-
tistic campaigns in San Marco that are at the heart of this 
book: a reliquary-chapel, a new baptistery, and a folding al-
tarpiece, all masterpieces crafted with unparalleled tech-
nical skill, blending Byzantine and Italianate visual forms.

Far from being mere artistic commissions, these works 
were affirmative political interventions that interrogated 
the meaning of community, authority, and (shared) polit-
ical leadership at a time when those notions were unset-
tled. Looking beyond established concepts of triumph and 
imperialism, Facing Crisis situates the artistic interactions 
between Byzantium and Venice into ongoing processes of 
state formation and attests to the power of images to in-
form—and transform—political imaginations in troubled 
times. This study thus offers new insights into how medi-
eval communities across the Mediterranean understood 
and responded to uncertainty through the visual, and, in 
doing so, probes the value of “crisis” as a methodological 
framework.

Stefania Gerevini

Stefania Gerevini is Assistant Professor of Medieval Art 
History at Bocconi University.
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Elegies for Empire
A Poetics of Memory in the  
Late Work of Du Fu

Gregory M. Patterson

Facing a transformed 
socio-political land-
scape after the An 
Lushan Rebellion 
(756–763), Tang 
dynasty elites ques-
tioned inherited 
understandings of 
tradition and anx-
iously reflected on 
their relations to 
both recent and 
ancient pasts. Du Fu 
(712–770), widely 
considered China’s 
greatest poet, presci-
ently addressed these 

concerns in his late work on memory and the means by 
which the past survives.

In Elegies for Empire, Gregory Patterson maps out a poetics 
of memory in Du Fu’s poems from his prolific period of res-
idence in Kuizhou, a remote border town in the Yangzi Riv-
er Three Gorges. Patterson argues that, for Du Fu, memory 
held the promise of rebuilding frameworks of belonging 
under conditions of displacement and dynastic crisis. Re-
membering also led the poet to think through the material 
underpinnings on which cultural transmission depends; 
therefore, these late poems are distinguished by a highly 
creative, often melancholy engagement with the forms 
and media that preserve memory, such as monuments, 
paintings, and poetry. Elegies for Empire elucidates the vital 
roles of place, memory, and media in poems that are among 
the most influential in the Chinese literary tradition.

Gregory M. Patterson is Associate Professor of Chinese 
and Comparative Literature at the University of South Carolina.
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